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~ tie with Laut for the American record. The two had
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tossed down his shot in disgust at having missed the worls

_récord by aninch. >
He was happier when he realized he’d moved out of'a

shared the U.S. best at 72-3.

“I saw blue smoke, and when the crowd went off it told
me it was a good throw ” said Oldfield, who once put the
shot 75 feet while competing for the professional Interna-
tional Track Association. That mark never has been ae-

cepted for record purposes, and his involvement in pro

track may prevent him from competing in the Olympic

Games this summer, although he is appealing that ban in.

court.
“The winning throw was very easy; I was surprised to

see it go that well,” said Oldfield, 6-foot-7 and 265 pounds.

He still had to wait as seven competitors took three
more attempts, but Laut said the event was over as soon
as Oldfield’s big throw came down.

“He did it (reached 72-9%) right before I was gomg to
throw,” Laut said. “Beyer did the same thing to me in the




